Backwoods Festival

VJ Fader : James Cui is a visual artist who works with multimedia in a variety of
disciplines. From video mapping, generative animation, music videos, stage design to
art installations, his work has been shown to broad audiences around the world. He has
exhibited at numerous festivals such as Coachella (Indio), Burning Man (Black Rock City),
Insomniac Events (Los Angeles), Fuji Rock Festival (Japan), Mapping Festival (Geneva),
Backwoods Festival (Oklahoma) and Intro Music Festival (China). He received a degree in
lllustration from the Art Center in Pasadena California and went on to teach himself how
to write programing code for his audio/video performances. He founded the Neuromixer
VJ software company in 2004 which features video software and innovative prototypes
like faderTouch. He continues to exhibit internationally, expanding his techniques and

finding new applications.
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Kim Sowon : Could you please introduce yourself to our readers?

VJ Fader : My Korean name is Choi Moonbong, my artist name is VJ Fader, my friends call
me James. My family background is Korean Chinese. Last time when | visited South Korea
was in 2011 for an artist residency called Gachang in the country side of Daegu. | have
been living and studying in Los Angeles since | was a teenager. About 4 years ago | moved
to Berlin where | call home. | studied in lllustration major at Art Center College of Design in
Pasadena, USA. | was passionate about electronic music and had an interest in music videos
and animation. After graduating in 2002 | started VJing at small clubs and parties. I'm also a
self taught programmer and software developer working with Max/Msp/Jitter, Processing,
TouchDesigner and Unity. In the past 5 years my professional career started involving stage

designs.

Kim Sowon : What kind type of stages do you mainly work on?

VJ Fader : Most of my stage design work evolves around the Electronic Dance Music (EDM)
scene. Although the term EDM can be very broad covering countless dance music genre
and subgenre including House, Techno, Drum and Bass, and even Trap. But for most people
EDM refers to the top dance music charts. | recently discovered a dance music genre called
Breakcore, a much harder faster version of Drum and Bass, pretty crazy music. One of my
long term client has been the Intro Electronic Music Festival based in Beijing, where the

mainstage focuses on Techno and Deep House music.

Kim Sowon : What attracts you the most to this field?

VJ Fader : | can honestly say | grew up as a MTV generation. When | was a kid, | was very
much into watching music videos. It was a time when people were still buying CDs and
record companies would spend millions to produce one music video. For me, with most VJs,
we are passionate about music. Some people joke and say ‘VJs are the failed DJs’. Music
is personal, everyone listen to different types of music, but when you have thousands of
people coming together dancing to the same music, that's special. Even today most of the
times when you go see a big name DJ standing in front of a large screen playing on a stage,
that's not very inspiring. | wanted to design my own stages to incorporate video, lighting
and effects to create a memorable visual impact through form. When | design a stage, I'm

creating a multimedia installation.

Kim Sowon : Is there any stage which inspired as a VJ/stage designer?

VJ Fader : There are so many good examples of great stage designs today. Tomorrowland
Festival in Belgium has been the inspiration for many large music festivals around the world
with it's elaborate and larger than life mainstage. Looking back in 2013, Ultra Music Festival's
the mainstage design was very iconic. It combined the classic pyramid shape featuring an
oversized Ultra (U) logo with latest LED and lighting technology. This use of the large U logo at
the main stage is still being repeated at many Ultra events around the world. I'm a huge fan of
Q-Dance events from Netherlands, the Dutch knows how to throw a party! Every one of their
stage production is very detailed, often featuring a strong theme, for example an angry ape
or a mystic animal. Although I'm not a huge fan of their Hardstyle music, but the production
is just spectacular. | like to mention one more, the giant ‘Spider’ by Arcadia in England is

a totally custom made stage featuring a hanging DJ booth, and surround sound setup. It
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animates with fire, lighting, CO2 cannons, and performers. This stage is a great example of
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Kim Sowon : What is important point on your design process? A OXRRI IFH0IM 20| SQoHTHT W2f5h=71?

VJ Fader : | like to think of myself as the architect of the music. A stage should leave along + W HOI|H : L= ARE SO ©E AS71210 M2ttt 2= Mz 24
lasting impression even after the event has ended. As in architecture, | have to consider '+ 0= W2 2:2f F7{0f 5t7(0f AZH ZHOM F2 I ZHM=

2ok F 7K & Hile 2218 20|12 SiE OlAoITh 20 DARI2

rir

two major factors, first is the laws of physics, and second is the budget. A stage design

is pointless if it can not be built. With attention to detail, | work with the organizers and + MXIX| E2™ L7t QiCt. FEXL, HHYMQ 2O MAGH FHE A=
vendors. Every aspect of this puzzle needs to come together to make a unique and original + St=E, Ol S&EGH U= ZE BE0| M2 WEH SN 207}

stage. Without a team working together then there’s no house. Lighting is a very important
aspect of any stage. Most stages are designed by lighting company or light designers. Since
my background is in visuals and VJing, | try to focus on visuals first, lighting second. The
projectors, used before LED screens became the standard in live events, are just not bright
enough to compete with stage lighting. With the modern LED displays, it can be used to

deliver video content, and also be used as lighting element because of their brightness.

Kim Sowon : Which words would you use to express your stage?

VJ Fader : Magical, Bold, Impact.

Kim Sowoen : What software tools do you use for your design process? ALY XIS I O AZEQ0E EESH=7I?

VJ Fader : After consulting with the client, | would start with some very simple sketches ' VJ HO|5 : 2|2[QI1} O|0F7|E L=

to come up with a form that could work. Once | have an idea or a concept, | would build @ &=Lk OFO|C|O{LE 7HH0| MR EM AAXYL 2 W25t CIAIRIS 3D2

Existdance Festival 2015 . . . . .
X — a 3D version of my design using Sketchup. | personally love it, one of the fastest virtual

3D construction software available, speed is the key. Once | have completed the design, | @ 71& Z2O#Z QMO 2 HY ZO[6HC}, CAHI0| &&= 3D 0[0|X|E

would export the 3D scene and create better beauty renderings in Cinema 4D. Additionally if @+ A|WIOF D2 AMAZE QA HIEHZSICE A|ZH0| Z2H 3D OfLIM0|ME A=}

| have extra time, | would create short 3D animations further demonstrating what the stage ' A =1t FA0| 2CHOIA O{EH 2O|=X| A|HSHC

will look like with moving lighting and visuals.

Kim Sowon : After a splendid show, how do you fill your heart to joy enjoy the peace?

VJ Fader : It's always nice to return to Berlin after traveling. This city is known as the Techno @ ZZC HEZ2 SOIA HI L DEQ| MOZ AKX U7t 5HH, 2
party capital of Europe. At the same time Berlin is relatively ‘chill’ with many public parks, '@ SJ®1 S, BE&0| A, H|WA ARSH 20|CH THO|IQUAE CHEE |8
theater and museums throughout the city. An interesting fact, as in most European cities, ' ZA0A] £H0EID ATE2 A0 2 PE=0t 020N 2 L= 0fH

on Sundays supermarkets and shopping malls are closed. It took me some time to get used
to this coming from America. | learned to enjoy the quietness and a break from consuming.
Berlin also has a long winter, about 5 month long, at times it will be pitch dark at 5pm. One

way to survive is to hide at home watching netflix with whiskey.

Kim Sowon : Is there any show you would like to take on or anyone to collaborate with?

VJ Fader : Without the Pope there would be no Michelangelo. Only working together with
the right client, | can continue pushing the limits and create stages that will capture the
imagination and suspend believe. | hope to work on music tours and live shows where | can
deliver a complete package, starting with a concept, incorporating the stage, visuals and

lighting design. At the end it is all about the audience, for the fans standing in the crowd to
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experience something out of the ordinary. Interviewer - Editor : Kim Sowon ***Image courtesy of VJ Fader !)
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